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RATIONALE 

 

Storytelling and creative self-expression have been a part of every human civilization.  

Cultural beliefs, values, rituals, and events have been recorded in a variety of creative 

forms including the oral and written traditions.  This course focuses on the variety of 

forms written expression has taken and challenges students to experiment with their 

own style and voice.  As students in high school become comfortable with academic 

writing, they will apply their already acquired skills to explore other writing forms 

including but not limited to short stories, poems, memoirs, and essays.   

This course is divided into three units of study: (1) Fiction and Literary Devices (2) 

Genre Exploration and (3) Poetic Expression. Creative Writing II students are guided 

through independent, student-directed, writing projects. Students focus on bringing their 

writing into the real world through sharing and publishing their work. Both level I and 

level II students will be exposed to a variety of publishing options and offered entry into 

available writing contests.  Grading is based on individual improvement and progress in 

the development of writing style. 

Students will learn the elements of writing that are individually adapted to create an 

author’s voice and style.  They will understand how diction, syntax, form and language 

mechanics can be manipulated to elicit specific reader responses.   

Writing is an essential element of human communication.  Creative writing infuses 

imagination into the human experience and reflects it in unique and interesting ways.  

We come to understand one another and make sense of the world around us through a 

variety of writing genres.  The Creative Writing Course nurtures students’ self-

expression so that they better understand the power of the written word. 
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CREATIVE WRITING I CURRICULUM 

UNIT ONE: FICTION AND LITERARY DEVICES (4-5 Weeks) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact 
over the course of a text. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a 
text. 
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  
NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
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RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details and provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 
RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create specific effects (e.g. mystery, tension, or surprise).  
RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work 
of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature.  
RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different 
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s 
“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  
RL.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source material in 
a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from mythology or the 
Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).  
W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or 
events. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
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other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas.  

B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, 
taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals 
and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual 
roles as needed.  

C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others 
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

D. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the 
evidence and reasoning presented. 

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Use parallel structure. 
B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 

prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, 
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or 
presentations. 

L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely 
related independent clauses. 

B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 
C. Spell correctly. 

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening.  

A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an understanding of 
the influence of language.  

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas 
(e.g., 1.1.12prof.CR3a). 
8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, 
and cultural practices. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
Through storytelling, writers engage the reader through effective use of story structure 
and literary elements.  Good writing reflects a thorough understanding of the devices of 
the writing craft. 
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ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
The foundation of creative writing is in the understanding of the use of language as a 
communication tool to reflect the human condition. 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
• Short and sustained writing assignments 

• Discussions 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• What is the basic story structure? 

• How can story structure be adapted for a variety of purposes? 

• What are the literary elements most often used by authors? 

• How can literary devices be used for a variety of purposes? 

• What forms/media can be used to tell a story? 
 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to…  

• Understand how storytelling reflects the human experience 

• Understand how stories help us make sense of ourselves and the world around us 

• Learn and apply the elements of story structure in their writing 

• Learn and apply a variety of literary devices in their stories 

• Develop their writing to demonstrate their own voice and style 

• Engage in discussions to analyze a variety of published works 

• Contribute to group projects to achieve a goal or perform an assigned task 

• Understand how writing appeals to the reader’s emotions and experience 

• Communicate effectively in written and oral expression 

• Evaluate their own and others’ written work for story structure and literary 
elements 

• Reflect on their writing to recognize strengths and weaknesses 
 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Read and analyze literary works 

• Large and small group discussions 

• Short and long writing assignments 

• Narrative and analytic writing 
 

RESOURCES 
• Various short stories (reflecting different media/forms) 

• Glossary of literary devices 

• Online resources for grammar, writing, revising, and editing (grammarbook.com, 
noredink.com, OWL.english.perdue.edu, etc.) 

• Writing rubrics 
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MODIFICATIONS 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 
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CREATIVE WRITING I CURRICULUM 

UNIT TWO: GENRE EXPLORATION (7-9 Weeks) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact 
over the course of a text. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a 
text. 
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  
NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 



10 
River Dell Regional School District 
Creative Writing Curriculum 
Approved April 3, 2017 

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details and provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 
RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create specific effects (e.g. mystery, tension, or surprise).  
RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work 
of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature.  
RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different 
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s 
“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  
RL.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source material in 
a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from mythology or the 
Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).  
W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

F. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or 
events. 

G. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

H. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole. 

I. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

J. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

E. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
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other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas.  

F. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, 
taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals 
and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual 
roles as needed.  

G. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others 
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

H. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the 
evidence and reasoning presented. 

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

C. Use parallel structure. 
D. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 

prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, 
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or 
presentations. 

L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

D. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely 
related independent clauses. 

E. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 
F. Spell correctly. 

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening.  

B. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an understanding of 
the influence of language.  

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

C. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

D. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking 
and problem solving (e.g., 1.3E.12profCR3.a) 
8.1.12.AP.5: Decompose problems into smaller components through systematic 
analysis, using constructs such as procedures, modules, and/or objects. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
How we tell a story is as important as the story itself.  Every genre has particular 
conventions that can be used for specific purposes. 
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ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Literary conventions set up expectations for the reader and facilitate understanding. It is 
important to know the purpose for writing in order to choose the genre in which to tell 
the story.  Genre influences meaning.  
 

ASSESSMENTS 
• Short and sustained writing assignments 

• Discussions 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• What are some literary genres? 

• What are the guidelines or frameworks within particular genres? 

• What is the relationship between writer’s purpose and genre? 

• How do the conventions of a genre influence reader expectation? 

 
LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to…  

• Learn and apply the conventions of specific genres in their writing 

• Learn and apply a variety of literary devices in their writing 

• Develop their writing to demonstrate their own voice and style 

• Engage in discussions to analyze a variety of texts 

• Engage in discussions about writing platforms 

• Choose appropriate writing platforms for their writing purpose(s) 

• Contribute to group projects to achieve a goal or perform an assigned task 

• Understand how literary genres have different purposes/audiences 

• Communicate effectively in written and oral expression 

• Evaluate their own and others’ written work  

• Reflect on their writing to track improvement 

• Reflect on their writing to analyze their own style 
 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Read and analyze genre specific writing 

• Large and small group discussions 

• Short and long writing assignments 

• Narrative/informational/personal writing 
 

RESOURCES 
• A variety of texts (depending on student interest) which may include memoir, 

science fiction, biography, historical fiction, mystery, humor, satire, micro fiction, 
blogging, etc.  

o Texts may reflect traditional and non-traditional media 

• Genre specific reference resources  

• Video/print tutorials for writing platforms 
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• Online resources for grammar, writing, revising, and editing (grammarbook.com, 
noredink.com, OWL.english.perdue.edu, etc.) 

• Writing rubrics 
 

MODIFICATIONS 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 
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CREATIVE WRITING I CURRICULUM 

UNIT THREE: POETIC EXPRESSION (6-8 Weeks) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact 
over the course of a text. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  
NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
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RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details and provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop the theme. 
RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 
create specific effects (e.g. mystery, tension, or surprise).  
RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work 
of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature.  
RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different 
artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s 
“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).  
RL.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source material in 
a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from mythology or the 
Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).  
W.9-10.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or 
events. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole. 

D. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

I. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas.  

J. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, 
taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals 
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and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual 
roles as needed.  

K. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others 
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

L. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the 
evidence and reasoning presented. 

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Use parallel structure. 
B. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 

prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, 
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or 
presentations. 

L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely 
related independent clauses. 

B. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 
C. Spell correctly. 

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, 
and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening.  

A. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an understanding of 
the influence of language.  

L.9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
C. 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills 

and ideas (e.g., 1.1.12prof.CR3a). 
D. 8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, 

economic, and cultural practices 
E. 9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical 

thinking and problem solving (e.g., 1.3E.12profCR3.a) 
F. 8.1.12.AP.5: Decompose problems into smaller components through systematic 

analysis, using constructs such as procedures, modules, and/or objects. 
9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas 
(e.g., 1.1.12prof.CR3a). 
8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, 
and cultural practices. 
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BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
Poetry is a liberating form for expression of thoughts and emotions.  It can be both 
highly structured and unstructured.  It focuses language into its essence, reflecting that 
which is only human. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Through precise diction and syntax, poetry creates a world of meaning in concise 
expression.  Form and purpose are interdependent.  Structure creates both limitations 
and freedoms.  Poetry captures a moment in time, an emotion, a thought.  It gives voice 
to our inner selves. 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
• Short and sustained writing assignments 

• Discussions 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• How does poetry differ from other forms of writing? 

• How does poetry reflect self-expression? 

• How do word choice, form, and diction express explicit and implied meaning? 
 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to…  

• Learn and apply the conventions of specific poetic forms 

• Learn and apply a variety of literary devices in their writing 

• Demonstrate understanding of and use of connotative meaning, diction, and 
figurative language 

• Engage in discussions to analyze a variety of poems and poetic forms 

• Contribute to group projects to achieve a goal or perform an assigned task 

• Understand how poetic forms influence expression and meaning 

• Communicate effectively in written and oral expression 

• Evaluate their own and others’ written work  

• Reflect on their own writing 
 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Read and analyze a variety of poetry 

• Large and small group discussions 

• Write at least 3-5 poems (depending on length and student choice of form) 
 

RESOURCES 
• A variety of poems that reflect different forms and topics (texts will reflect student 

interest)  

• Online resources for grammar, writing, revising, and editing (grammarbook.com, 
noredink.com, OWL.english.perdue.edu, etc.) 

• Writing rubrics 
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MODIFICATIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 
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CREATIVE WRITING II CURRICULUM 

UNIT ONE: FICTION AND LITERARY DEVICES (4-5 Weeks) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact 
over the course of a text. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a 
text. 
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  
NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
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RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections 
to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and 
relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 
how the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections 
to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and 
relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 
how the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that 
is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 
RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts 
of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as 
its aesthetic impact.  
RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 
understatement).  
9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas 
(e.g., 1.1.12prof.CR3a). 
8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, 
and cultural practices. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
Through storytelling, writers engage the reader through effective use of story structure 
and literary elements.  Good writing reflects a thorough understanding of the devices of 
the writing craft. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
The foundation of creative writing is in the understanding of the use of language as a 
communication tool to reflect the human condition. 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
• Short and sustained writing assignments 

• Discussions 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• What is the basic story structure? 

• How can story structure be adapted for a variety of purposes? 

• What are the literary elements most often used by authors? 

• How can literary devices be used for a variety of purposes? 

• What forms/media can be used to tell a story? 
 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to…  

• Understand how storytelling reflects the human experience 

• Understand how stories help us make sense of ourselves and the world around us 

• Learn and apply the elements of story structure in their writing 

• Learn and apply a variety of literary devices in their stories 

• Develop their writing to demonstrate their own voice and style 

• Engage in discussions to analyze a variety of published works 

• Contribute to group projects to achieve a goal or perform an assigned task 

• Understand how writing appeals to the reader’s emotions and experience 

• Communicate effectively in written and oral expression 

• Evaluate their own and others’ written work for story structure and literary 
elements 

• Reflect on their writing to recognize strengths and weaknesses 
 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Read and analyze literary works 

• Large and small group discussions 

• Short and long writing assignments 

• Narrative and analytic writing 
 

RESOURCES 
• Various short stories (reflecting different media/forms) 

• Glossary of literary devices 

• Online resources for grammar, writing, revising, and editing (grammarbook.com, 
noredink.com, OWL.english.perdue.edu, etc.) 

• Writing rubrics 
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MODIFICATIONS 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 
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CREATIVE WRITING II CURRICULUM 

UNIT TWO: GENRE EXPLORATION (7-9 Weeks) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact 
over the course of a text. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a 
text. 
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  
NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
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RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections 
to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and 
relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 
how the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections 
to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and 
relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 
how the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that 
is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 
RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts 
of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as 
its aesthetic impact.  
RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 
understatement). 
9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas 
(e.g., 1.1.12prof.CR3a). 
8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, 
and cultural practices. 

 
BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
How we tell a story is as important as the story itself.  Every genre has particular 
conventions that can be used for specific purposes. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Literary conventions set up expectations for the reader and facilitate understanding. It is 
important to know the purpose for writing in order to choose the genre in which to tell 
the story.  Genre influences meaning.  
 

ASSESSMENTS 
• Short and sustained writing assignments 

• Discussions 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• What are some literary genres? 

• What are the guidelines or frameworks within particular genres? 

• What is the relationship between writer’s purpose and genre? 

• How do the conventions of a genre influence reader expectation? 

 
LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to…  

• Learn and apply the conventions of specific genres in their writing 

• Learn and apply a variety of literary devices in their writing 

• Develop their writing to demonstrate their own voice and style 

• Engage in discussions to analyze a variety of texts 

• Engage in discussions about writing platforms 

• Choose appropriate writing platforms for their writing purpose(s) 

• Contribute to group projects to achieve a goal or perform an assigned task 

• Understand how literary genres have different purposes/audiences 

• Communicate effectively in written and oral expression 

• Evaluate their own and others’ written work  

• Reflect on their writing to track improvement 

• Reflect on their writing to analyze their own style 
 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Read and analyze genre specific writing 

• Large and small group discussions 

• Short and long writing assignments 

• Narrative/informational/personal writing 
 

RESOURCES 
• A variety of texts (depending on student interest) which may include memoir, 

science fiction, biography, historical fiction, mystery, humor, satire, micro fiction, 
blogging, etc.  

o Texts may reflect traditional and non-traditional media 

• Genre specific reference resources  

• Video/print tutorials for writing platforms 

• Online resources for grammar, writing, revising, and editing (grammarbook.com, 
noredink.com, OWL.english.perdue.edu, etc.) 

• Writing rubrics 
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MODIFICATIONS  

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 
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CREATIVE WRITING II CURRICULUM 

UNIT THREE: POETIC EXPRESSION (6-8 Weeks) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact 
over the course of a text. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  
NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections 
to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 



28 
River Dell Regional School District 
Creative Writing Curriculum 
Approved April 3, 2017 

RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and 
relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 
how the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections 
to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  
RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and 
relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 
how the characters are introduced and developed). 
RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that 
is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 
RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts 
of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as 
its aesthetic impact.  
RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing 
what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 
understatement). 
9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking 
and problem solving (e.g., 1.3E.12profCR3.a) 
8.1.12.AP.5: Decompose problems into smaller components through systematic 
analysis, using constructs such as procedures, modules, and/or objects. 

 
BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
Poetry is a liberating form for expression of thoughts and emotions.  It can be both 
highly structured and unstructured.  It focuses language into its essence, reflecting that 
which is only human. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Through precise diction and syntax, poetry creates a world of meaning in concise 
expression.  Form and purpose are interdependent.  Structure creates both limitations 
and freedoms.  Poetry captures a moment in time, an emotion, a thought.  It gives voice 
to our inner selves. 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
• Short and sustained writing assignments 

• Discussions 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• How does poetry differ from other forms of writing? 

• How does poetry reflect self-expression? 

• How do word choice, form, and diction express explicit and implied meaning? 
 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to…  

• Learn and apply the conventions of specific poetic forms 

• Learn and apply a variety of literary devices in their writing 

• Demonstrate understanding of and use of connotative meaning, diction, and 
figurative language 

• Engage in discussions to analyze a variety of poems and poetic forms 

• Contribute to group projects to achieve a goal or perform an assigned task 

• Understand how poetic forms influence expression and meaning 

• Communicate effectively in written and oral expression 

• Evaluate their own and others’ written work  

• Reflect on their own writing 
 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Read and analyze a variety of poetry 

• Large and small group discussions 

• Write at least 3-5 poems (depending on length and student choice of form) 
 

RESOURCES 
• A variety of poems that reflect different forms and topics (texts will reflect student 

interest)  

• Online resources for grammar, writing, revising, and editing (grammarbook.com, 
noredink.com, OWL.english.perdue.edu, etc.) 

• Writing rubrics 
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MODIFICATIONS 
 
 

 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 

 

 


