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I. Course Synopsis 
English 11 challenges students to confront the psychological complexities of today's 

world and to analyze how authors use text to make sense of the human experience.  

Students will evaluate and analyze how authors grapple with sociologically complex 

situations through various genres: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama. They will 

complete a synthesis essay, a personal narrative, a literary analysis, a research paper 

on challenging an assumption, as well as other formative assessments. 

 
II. Rationale 
Text and other produced media are the ways in which humans assert identity, tackle 

confusing realities, and connect with each other. Students in this course will use and 

improve their reading and writing skills to understand more advanced texts with more 

complex and contradictory thematic material, as well as to organize and express their 

own thoughts on themes in which there is not only one right answer.  

 
A.  Reading Scaffolding 
Based on research on reading from the past forty years, the River Dell 
Regional Schools English Department supports the three reading principles 
reported by Richard Allington (2003). Specifically, 1) students read better, 
when they read more; 2) students learn from their reading when they have 
consistent opportunities to discuss and write about their reading; and 3) 
students need explicit instruction in reading comprehension strategies. 
 
 
B.  Writing Scaffolding 
Writing instruction in the River Dell Regional Schools English Department 
includes a balance of student journaling, open-ended responses, and 
formative writing assessments. Students will write on a variety of subjects, in 
a variety of genres, for a variety of readers. 

 
Writing Resources: 
The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) web site (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/) 
provides explicit writing instruction to foster the writing process: prewriting, 
drafting, sharing, revising, editing, proofreading, and publishing. Some important 
teaching points that are detailed on the OWL web site include:  an introduction to 
prewriting, tips for writing a thesis statement, paragraphing in academic writing, 
and an updated MLA formatting 
and style guide. 

 

Each writing assignment is supported with a clear writing expectation as 

represented in the sample writing rubric: Carnegie Mellon Reflection Writing 

Rubric https://wwNJSLS W.cmu.edu/teaching/assessment/examples/courselevel-

bycollege/cfa/tools/reflectionpaper-cfa.pdf and Turnitin Rubrics http://turnitin.com/ 

 
 
 
 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/assessment/examples/courselevel-bycollege/cfa/tools/reflectionpaper-cfa.pdf
https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/assessment/examples/courselevel-bycollege/cfa/tools/reflectionpaper-cfa.pdf
http://turnitin.com/
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C. Learning Objectives: 
Teachers use The New Jersey Learning Standards to create specific, 
behavioral and measurable goals. Individual unit and/or lesson objectives 
will derive directly from the language of the grade-specific standards for 
Grades 9 and 10; teachers will look to the more general anchor standards 
for guidance. The comprehensive standards are available at http://wwNJSLS 
W.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/. The NJDOE model curriculum 
provides “ELL Scaffolded Student Learning Objectives”. 
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLOverview.pdf 
 

D. MODIFICATIONS for IEP, 504, ELL, G&T, and At-Risk Students 

Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 
 
Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 
specific skill. 
 
Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 
OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, and Movie Maker. 

 

III. Scope & Sequence 

Unit 1: Finding Light in the Darkness 
➢ Anchor Text: Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close  
➢ Anchor Assessments:  Reflective Essay and Synthesis Essay 

 
Unit 2:  Reimagining the Normal 

➢ Anchor Text: Macbeth, The Whalestone Letter and The Talented 
Mr. Ripley 

➢ Anchor Assessments:  Literary Analysis and Performance 
Reflection 

 
Unit 3:  Challenging Assumptions: Communities and Stigma 

➢ Anchor Text: Brave New World or 1984 
➢ Anchor Assessments:  Argumentative Research Paper 

 
Unit 4:  Emerging Identity 

➢ Anchor Text: The Bell Jar or The Road 
➢ Anchor Assessments:  Personal Narrative 

 
Continuous Skill Sets that are taught throughout the school year in each unit:  

Set 1: Vocabulary 
1.   Assigned vocabulary words from context 
2.   Define words based on context 
3.   Apply the vocabulary to students’ own writing 

Set 2: Literary Terms 
1.   Assign literary terms from context 
2.   Define terms in context 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.state.nj.us%2Feducation%2Fmodelcurriculum%2Fela%2FELLOverview.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CWilliam.Feldman%40riverdell.org%7C1943f3bc407a4d77b61c08d76d09903d%7Cae096beb53684ce9984628b0e1ecbcc4%7C0%7C0%7C637097760147730551&sdata=5Gmqdh5oM%2FBYX1pHG3mP1s957Z%2Fm0iugO9wSs8XADI0%3D&reserved=0
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3.   Create authentic application of terms 
Set 3: Grammar 

1.   Understand grammatical terms and concepts 
2.   Apply these grammatical terms and concepts to their own written 

and verbal communication 
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LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE ELEVEN CURRICULUM 

UNIT ONE: FINDING LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS (9 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLS RNJSLS L.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make 
relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
NJSLS RNJSLS L.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text 
and analyze their  
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RNJSLS L.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to 
develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the 
action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
NJSLS RNJSLS L.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as 
other authors.) 
NJSLS RNJSLS L.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to 
structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and 
meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  
NJSLS RNJSLS L.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement).  
NJSLS RNJSLS L.11-12.NJSLS 9. Demonstrate knowledge of and reflect on (e.g. 
practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) eighteenth-, nineteenth- and 
early twentieth-century foundational works of literature, including how two or more texts 
from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their 
development and how they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective 
summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the 
text. 
NJSLS RI.11-12.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  
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NJSLS RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
NJSLS RI.11-12.NJSLS 9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and 
literary significance for their themes, purposes and rhetorical features, including primary 
source documents relevant to U.S. and/or global history.  
NJSLS W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, 
and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of 
experiences or events. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, 
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and 
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 

D. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

NJSLS W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
NJSLS W.11-12.NJSLS 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.  

A. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate 
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century 
foundational works, including how two or more texts from the same period 
treat similar themes or topics”).  

NJSLS W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes. 
NJSLS SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well 
reasoned exchange of ideas.  

B. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student developed rubrics), 
and establish individual roles as needed.  

C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
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topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives.  

D. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or complete the task. NJSLS SNJSLS L.11-12.2. 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

NJSLS SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source.  
NJSLS SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 
NJSLS SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLS SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLS L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 

NJSLS L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
B. Spell correctly. 

NJSLS L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 

A. Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts. 

NJSLS L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 

a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 
or phrase. 

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage. 
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D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLS L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
NJSLS L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals 
with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of 
equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 
public opinion, and political decisions. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
culture. 
9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas 
(e.g., 1.1.12prof.CR3a). 
8.2.12.ITH.3: Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open 

source technologies has had on innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and 

culture. 

 
BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
 Humanity is resilient in the face of adversity; the journey to overcome tribulation and 
find meaning in our personal struggles remains universal. One’s personal experience 
can inform, and transform, the greater community. In addition, common experience 
within a community helps people to cope with tragedy. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  
Our human experience is filled with moments that challenge our preconceptions and 
ideals about the life that lies before us.  Through the literature in this unit, we may begin 
to make sense of our world’s dichotomous nature as we seek to find a place for 
understanding war, terrorism, and grief while we search to find beauty and truth. 
 

ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS  
• Reflective Essay  

• Benchmark Essay--Synthesis 

• Unit Test 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  
• Why is literature used as a vehicle to remember? 

• How does literature help to make sense of tragedy? 
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• What is the common ground of loss and grief that people share? 

• How does the individual move forward and cope with disillusionment?  

• How do authors use writing to create common ground with readers? 
 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Students will be able to…  

• Understand how literature is used as a vehicle to remember personal and 
societal history 

• Explain how literature helps to make sense of tragedy 

• Identify the common ground of loss and grief that is shared by people  

• Understand how the individual moves forward and copes with disillusionment  

• Explain how authors use writing to create common ground with readers 
 

Examples of Modified Learning Objectives Being Assessed 

CP: 

• Triangle - Plot Sequence Chart – Students could follow as an aide for 

sequencing their story for the greatest intended impact. 

• Man in the Red Bandana – Bandana Style Structural Analysis – This video 

serves as a model for storytelling and weaving meaning from multiple events.  

The media allows for students to come to an understanding of how parts of a 

story can impact each other.  The visual interpretation allows students to process 

the style so that they can craft their interviews into a cohesive story.  

• Interviews were submitted typed or through audio recordings. 

Honors:  

• Students submitted a written reflection concerning the interview as part of the 

assessment; because the reflection was also composed in the narrative style, the 

same Turnitin.com rubric was used to score it. 

• Students self-selected a portion of the interview to read in class, providing 

context for the excerpt. 

 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• 9/11--Tell Your Story Reflection Essay: conduct a personal interview concerning 

9/11 and the individual's experience; compose a reflective essay pertaining to the 
student's discoveries from the intervieNJSLS W.  

• Informational text research to supplement historical setting in anchor text 

• Group presentations concerning informational research and close reading—
formal and informal 

• Living in the Questions:   Annotation and inquiry of Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close – Jonathan Safran Foer Craft questions for further exploration 
based on close reading and synthesis of texts 
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• Personal Narrative writing in response to concepts found in anchor and 
supplemental texts. --i.e., "Everyone gets boiled down to one word." (Extremely 
Loud and Incredibly Close). Write your one-word biography and a follow-up 
reflection.  

• Practice development of voice through composition--i.e., personal narrative. 

• “Silent Day” – A day of communicating powerful thought through writing alone   

• Literature Circles – Student-centered discourse of texts 

• Vocabulary enrichment/ development suggested source: https://wwNJSLS 
W.vocabulary.com 

• Comprehension quizzes 

• Text-to-text comparison and synthesis writing response 

• Creative writing 

• Music lyric analysis to evaluate the speaker's point of view  

• Explore tone as it applies to the author's craft and structure 

• Notice and Focus / Analytical reading strategy 

• Synthesis Essay  

 

 

DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Man in the Red Bandana Video 

9/11 | The Man In The Red Bandanna | ESPN 

• 9/11 Interview – How To Write Your Story Outline  

• Interview Questions – Collaboratively generated questions for the interview 

process 

• Peer Editing  

• 360 Tour of the 9/11 Museum - https://wwNJSLS W.911memorial.org/take-

virtual-visit1 

• 9/11 Memorial Museum—Anniversary in the schools: Student generated Q & A 

https://wwNJSLS W.911memorial.org/anniversary-schools-0 

 

RESOURCES 
ANCHOR TEXT:  

• Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close – Jonathan Safran Foer 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES  

• Full Length Texts: Slaughterhouse Five – Kurt Vonnegut 
Poetry:  

• The Love Song of J.Alfred Prufrock by T.S. Eliot; Success is Counted Sweetest – 
Emily Dickinson; Selected poetry from the Poetry Foundation https://wwNJSLS 
W.poetryfoundation.org/ 

Short stories:  

• "Two Minute Barn Raising" by Malcolm Gladwell 

• "Under the Weather" by Stephen King 
Non-fiction:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWKPjSirbcU
https://www.911memorial.org/take-virtual-visit1
https://www.911memorial.org/take-virtual-visit1
https://www.911memorial.org/anniversary-schools-0
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• Self Reliance – Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Films:  

• Good Will Hunting  

• The Pursuit of Happyness 

• Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 
Media:  

• 9/11 Memorial https://wwNJSLS W.911memorial.org/interactive-911-timelines 

• John Green Crash Course to Literature—Slaughter-House Five (two-part 
presentation) 

• https://wwNJSLS W.youtube.com/watch?v=F6g7S2W27Kc 

• https://wwNJSLS W.youtube.com/watch?v=HyKhIiGKq5M 
 

Inhumanity/Amistad/Holocaust-Civil Rights/LGBT Education 
Through reading Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, we examine the common 

experiences of generations who have lived through experiences of humanity, 

specifically, Dresden, World War II, Hiroshima, and 9/11.  Students learn about these 

events through fiction and non-fiction.  We explore the lasting impact and the resilience 

of the human spirit.  Most of all, as we try to make sense of these inhumanities, we 

explore how human beings are connected. 

 
 

MODIFICATIONS 
 

  
 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 

 

 



 

River Dell Regional School District  13 
Language Arts Grade Eleven Curriculum 
Approved October 22, 2019 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE ELEVEN CURRICULUM 

UNIT TWO: REIMAGING THE NORMAL (9 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLS RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
NJSLS RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and 
analyze their  
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to 
develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the 
action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
NJSLS RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language 
that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other 
authors.) 
NJSLS RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure 
specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to 
provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact.  
NJSLS RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement).  
NJSLS RL.11-12.7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., 
recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each 
version interprets the source text. (e.g., Shakespeare and other authors.)  
NJSLS RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate knowledge of and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) eighteenth-, nineteenth- and 
early twentieth-century foundational works of literature, including how two or more texts 
from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their 
development and how they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective 
summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the 
text. 
NJSLS RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author 
uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how 
Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 
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NJSLS RI.11-12.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
NJSLS RI.11-12. 9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance 
for their themes, purposes and rhetorical features, including primary source documents 
relevant to U.S. and/or global history.  
NJSLS W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

A. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

B. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and 
using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence 
for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  

C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and 
reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims.  

D. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

E. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  

NJSLS W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that 
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

B. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.  

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of 
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas 
and concepts.  

D. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.  
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E. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  

NJSLS W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
NJSLS W.11-12.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.  

A. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate 
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century 
foundational works, including how two or more texts from the same period 
treat similar themes or topics”).  

NJSLS W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes. 
NJSLS SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-
reasoned exchange of ideas.  

B. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student developed rubrics), 
and establish individual roles as needed.  

C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives.  

D. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or complete the task. NJSLS SNJSLS L.11-12.2. 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

NJSLS SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source.  
NJSLS SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 
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NJSLS SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLS SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
NJSLS SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLS L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 

NJSLS L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
B. Spell correctly. 

NJSLS L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 

A. Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts. 

NJSLS L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 

a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 
or phrase. 

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLS L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
NJSLS L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 



 

River Dell Regional School District  17 
Language Arts Grade Eleven Curriculum 
Approved October 22, 2019 
 

NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals 
with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of 
equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 
public opinion, and political decisions. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
culture. 
9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas 
(e.g., 1.1.12prof.CR3a). 
8.2.12.ITH.3: Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open 
source technologies has had on innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and 
culture. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
An attempt to understand human nature allows the individual to explore the line 
between madness and sanity, illusion and reality, virtue and corruption. 
By examining human beings who don't conform to social norms, the individual begins to 
explore the complexity of human nature.  Learning to question leads to greater 
understanding. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 
One's personal psychological thresholds contribute to states, such as madness, 
isolation, and alienation, that result from the confrontation of norms that are both 
unsettling and undeniable. 
 

ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS  
• Literary Analysis Essay Benchmark 

• Performance Reflection 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  
• How are the concepts of "normal" and "abnormal" socially imposed ideas? 

• How much of our identities do we sacrifice in order to satisfy another's definition 
of "normal?" 

• How does literature explore these "abnormal" and "normal" human behaviors? 

• How do readers and writers come to understand human nature through literature? 

• How does a reader determine realities presented in writing if the narrator is unreliable? 
 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Students will be able to… 

• Understand how diction and syntax affect meaning in reading and writing  

• Design an original thesis based on a self-selected theme from one or more works 
to compose a formal literary analysis essay; 

• Indicate understanding of a particular literary character by adopting that 
speaker's voice in a creative writing exercise; 
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• Research relevant topics concerning psychology and sociology that pertain to 
character struggles in the stories; 

• Synthesize nonfiction resources to draw conclusions about psychological and 
sociological themes present in the unit texts; 

• Engage with a variety of texts and other media, both fiction and non-fiction, to 
understand various perspectives concerning human nature; 

• Prepare and perform a scene from Shakespeare’s Macbeth; 

• Make sense of personal understanding through writing. 
 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Performance Assessment—students demonstrate their understanding of the 

anchor text through a collaborative performance that includes costuming, 
memorization, collaboration, and execution. Students may also compose an 
original scene to perform that is inspired by--or a supplement to—Shakespeare's 
work. (Problem Based Learning) 

• "Knowing Poe" http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org/default_flash.asp 

• Research Practice: Primary and secondary sources, synthesis, analysis, 
integration of ideas, and application. 

• Creative Writing: "Getting Inside"--students adopt the narrator's role in the text 
and compose a fictional narrative from that character's point of vieNJSLS W. 

• Vocabulary enrichment/ development suggested source: https://wwNJSLS 
W.vocabulary.com 

• Comprehension quizzes 

• Text-to-text comparison and synthesis writing  

• Unit Test 
 

RESOURCES 
ANCHOR TEXT:  

• Macbeth  
Full length texts:   

• The Whalestone Letter by Mark Z. Danielewski  

• The Talented Mr. Ripley by Patricia Highsmith 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES  
Short stories:  

• “The Black Cat” by Edgar Allan Poe 

• "The Man Who Loved Flowers" by Stephen King  

• "Bleach" by Audrey Niffinger  

• "The Yellow Wallpaper" by Charlotte Perkins Gillman  

• “Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment" by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

• "The Life You Save May be Your Own" by Flannery O’Connor 

• "The Horla" by Guy de Maupassant 
Non-fiction:  

• On the Duty of Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau  

• Tragedy and the Common Man by Arthur Miller 
Poetry:  
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• "Alone" by Edgar Allan Poe 

• “Out, Out” by Robert Frost  

• “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud" by William Wordsworth  

• Selected Shakespearean sonnets; Hamlet "To Be or Not to Be" soliloquy 
Films:  

• Shakespeare Uncovered: Season One, Ethan Hawke on Macbeth 

• Macbeth  
Media 

• Ted Ed "Did Shakespeare Write his Plays?" http://ed.ted.com/on/EbVqbpNt 

• Ted Ed "Insults by Shakespeare" https://ed.ted.com/lessons/insults-by-
shakespeare 

• "Shakespeare is Everywhere" by Christopher Gaze; TED Talk https://wwNJSLS 
W.youtube.com/watch?v=LsESSyMnwmU 
 

MODIFICATIONS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 

 

 

https://ed.ted.com/lessons/insults-by-shakespeare
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/insults-by-shakespeare
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LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE ELEVEN CURRICULUM 

UNIT THREE: CHALLENGING ASSUMPTIONS: COMMUNITY AND STIGMA  
(9 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLS RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
NJSLS RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and 
analyze their  
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to 
develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the 
action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
NJSLS RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language 
that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other 
authors.) 
NJSLS RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure 
specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to 
provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact.  
NJSLS RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement).  
NJSLS RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate knowledge of and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) eighteenth-, nineteenth- and 
early twentieth-century foundational works of literature, including how two or more texts 
from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their 
development and how they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective 
summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the 
text. 
NJSLS RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author 
uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how 
Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 
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NJSLS RI.11-12.5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author 
uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points 
clear, convincing, and engaging. 
NJSLS RI.11-12.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
NJSLS RI.11-12.8. Describe and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. and global 
texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning 
(e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, 
purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential 
addresses). 
NJSLS RI.11-12.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance 
for their themes, purposes and rhetorical features, including primary source documents 
relevant to U.S. and/or global history.  
NJSLS W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

A. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

B. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and 
using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence 
for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  

C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and 
reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims.  

D. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

E. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  

NJSLS W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that 
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  
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B. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.  

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of 
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas 
and concepts.  

D. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.  

E. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  

NJSLS W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
NJSLS W.11-12.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
NJSLS W.11-12.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and 
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism 
and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. (MLA 
or APA Style Manuals).  
NJSLS W.11-12.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.  

A.  Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate 
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 
works, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes 
or topics”).  

NJSLS W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes. 
NJSLS SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-
reasoned exchange of ideas.  

B. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student developed rubrics), 
and establish individual roles as needed.  
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C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives.  

D. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or complete the task. NJSLS SNJSLS L.11-12.2. 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

NJSLS SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source.  
NJSLS SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 
NJSLS SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLS SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
NJSLS SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLS L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 

NJSLS L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
B. Spell correctly. 

NJSLS L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 

A. Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts. 

NJSLS L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 

a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 
or phrase. 

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 
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C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLS L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
NJSLS L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals 
with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of 
equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 
public opinion, and political decisions. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
culture. 
9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas 
(e.g., 1.1.12prof.CR3a). 
8.2.12.ITH.3: Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open 
source technologies has had on innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and 
culture. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
 Existing as an individual in society presents challenges, particularly when the individual 
and community experience a conflict of beliefs.  Through reading and writing, we begin 
to understand the relationship between community and self, while learning to challenge 
and tolerate opposing viewpoints. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  
An individual has the power to shape and challenge the community.  Dystopian fiction 
explores the need to challenge status quo and the ramifications of what happens when 
one rebels against a system.  
 

ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS  
• Argumentative Research Paper – MLA – Challenging an Assumption (Problem 

Based Learning) 

• Unit Test 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  
• What is stigma and how does it affect ourselves, others, and the world around us? 

• How does oppression spur rebellion? 

• Why are some people celebrated for being different while others are vilified? 

• How does tone and audience impact writer's voice? 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Students will be able to… 

• Explain what stigma is and how it affects us, others, and the world around us 

• Understand how oppression spurs rebellion 

• Identify the reasons why some people are celebrated for being different while 
others are vilified 

• Explain how tone and audience impact writer's voice 
 

 
SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

• Comprehension quizzes 

• Synthesis of texts from varying genres on one topic: Close read and write a 
synthesis reaction to “Charlie Howard’s Descent” by Mark Doty, What Did Charlie 
Howard Die for, Where are Charlie Howard’s Killers? --excerpts from Penitence. 

• Collaborative Fishbowl activity: gather relevant information concerning different 
utopia theories in early/ classic literature--i.e., Sir Thomas More's Utopia and 
Plato's Republic—and discuss its modern implications. 

• Digital Media Group Project (Project Based Learning): Design an original utopian 
society and present it using digital media. 

• Vocabulary enrichment/ development suggested source: https://wwNJSLS 
W.vocabulary.com 

 
RESOURCES 
ANCHOR TEXT:  

• Brave New World or 1984 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES  
Short stories:   

• "Children of the Sea" by Edwidge Danticat 

• "Harrison Bergeron" by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.  

• “Anxiety”, Grace Paley  

• “from The Mortgaged Heart” by Carson McCullers  

• "Not Waving, But Drowning" by Stevie Smith  

• "There Will Come Soft Rains" by Ray Bradbury 
Poetry: 

• “Charlie Howard’s Descent” by Mark Doty  

• "Time Does Not Bring Relief" by Edna St. Vincent Millay  

• "The Soul Selects Her Own Society" by Emily Dickinson 
Short stories:  

• "Children of the Sea" by Edwidge Danticat 
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• "Harrison Bergeron"  

• “Anxiety”, Grace Paley  

• “from The Mortgaged Heart”, Carson McCullers 

• “Not Waving, But Drowning”, Stevie Smith  

• "The Horses by Ted Hughes  

• "The Hollow Men" by T.S. Eliot  

• "There Will Come Soft Rains" by Sara Teasdale 
Non-fiction:  

• Meditation 17 – John Donne;   

• Steve Jobs’s  

• Excerpt from Sir Thomas More's Utopia (1516)  

• Excerpt from Plato's Republic (380 B.C.E.) 
Film:   

• Divergent 

• The Island 
Media: 

• American Psychological Association: http://wwNJSLS W.apa.org/ 

• New York Times Learning Network 

• New York Times Room for Debate  

• "Here's to the Crazy Ones" Apple commercial 

• https://wwNJSLS W.youtube.com/watch?v=8rwsuXHA7RA 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS 

 
  

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 
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LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE ELEVEN CURRICULUM 

UNIT FOUR: EMERGING IDENTITY (9 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLS RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
NJSLS RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and 
analyze their  
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to 
develop and relatE elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the 
action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
NJSLS RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language 
that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other 
authors.) 
NJSLS RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure 
specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to 
provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact.  
NJSLS RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement).  
NJSLS RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as 
needed.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their 
development and how they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective 
summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the 
text. 
NJSLS RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author 
uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how 
Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 
NJSLS RI.11-12.5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author 
uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points 
clear, convincing, and engaging. 
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NJSLS RI.11-12.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the 
rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness or beauty of the text.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
NJSLS RI.11-12.8. Describe and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. and global 
texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning 
(e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, 
purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential 
addresses). 
NJSLS RI.11-12.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance 
for their themes, purposes and rhetorical features, including primary source documents 
relevant to U.S. and/or global history.  
NJSLS RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at 
grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.  
NJSLS W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

A. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

B. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and 
using sound reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence 
for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  

C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and 
reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims.  

D. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

E. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  

NJSLS W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content.  

A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that 
each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

B. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.  
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C. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of 
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas 
and concepts.  

D. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.  

E. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 
purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  

NJSLS W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, 
and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of 
experiences or events. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, 
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

C. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and 
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 

D. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

NJSLS W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
NJSLS W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or 
APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.  
NJSLS W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and 
update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including 
new arguments or information. 
NJSLS W.11-12.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
NJSLS W.11-12.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and 
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism 
and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. (MLA 
or APA Style Manuals).  
NJSLS W.11-12.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.  
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A. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the reasoning in seminal texts, including the application of 
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme 
Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and 
arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential 
addresses]”).  

NJSLS W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes. 
NJSLS SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.  

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-
reasoned exchange of ideas.  

B. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student developed rubrics), 
and establish individual roles as needed.  

C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives.  

D. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or complete the task. NJSLS SNJSLS L.11-12.2. 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

NJSLS SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source.  
NJSLS SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 
NJSLS SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLS SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
NJSLS SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
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NJSLS L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 

NJSLS L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
B. Spell correctly. 

NJSLS L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 

A. Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts. 

NJSLS L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 

a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 
or phrase. 

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage. 

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLS L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
NJSLS L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 

and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals 
with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of 
equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 
public opinion, and political decisions. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
culture. 
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9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas 
(e.g., 1.1.12prof.CR3a). 
8.2.12.ITH.3: Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open 
source technologies has had on innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and 
culture. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
Individuals make sense of the overall human experience through identity constructs that 
are woven from a combination of individual and societal influences.  Self-discovery is a 
process through which we seek to apply meaning to our collected observations as they 
apply to the self.  
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  
On the road to self-discovery, identifying and holding true to conviction can be 
challenging in an ever-changing world comprised of diverse ideals and political beliefs. 
Other influences to identity include gender and culture. 
 

 
ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS  

• Personal Narrative  

• Unit Test 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  
• Do we own our individual identities or are they socially constructed? 

• How has my gender and culture impacted my development of self? 

• How do we reconcile the notion of self in an ever-changing landscape? 

• How do we define and communicate our identity? 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Students will be able to… 

• Understand the degree to which we own our individual identities or the degree to 
which they are socially constructed 

• Explain how gender and culture have impacted individual development of self 

• Understand how we reconcile the notion of self in an ever-changing social 
landscape 

• Explain how we define and communicate individual identity 
 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Developing voice in the personal narrative/memoir:  The Bell Jar or The Road 

Personal Narrative of Selected Character 

• Poetry writing: Create an original poem using the "Newspaper Blackout" format 
that captures themes in a unit text; provide a typed and written display copy for 
class analysis. 

• Creative activity: choose your theme song; create a class "track" list to inspire 
personal narrative writing. 
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• Reflective Writing – pre-writing, drafting, and conferencing for the Personal 
Narrative 

• Vocabulary enrichment/ development suggested source: https://wwNJSLS 
W.vocabulary.com 

• Comprehension quizzes 
 

RESOURCES 
ANCHOR TEXT  

• The Road – Cormac McCarthy OR 

• The Bell Jar – Sylvia Plath 
 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES  
Short stories:  

• “Snake”, D.H. Lawrence;  

• “The Lady and the Looking Glass” by Virginia Woolf;  

• “Average Waves in Unprotected Waters” by Anne Tyler;  

• “The Slump” by John Updike  
Poetry:  

• “The Waking”, Theodore Rotheke;  

• “Storm Windows” by Howard Nemerov;  

• "Ozymandias" by Percy B. Shelley 

• Song of Self excerpts – Walt Whitman 
Non-fiction:  

• Outliers – Malcolm Gladwell 
Media: 

• Commencement Speech at Mt. Holyoke – Anna Quindlen Build A Life, Not a 
Resume: https://wwNJSLS W.youtube.com/watch?v=fQNFMxYxFSQ 

• Ricochet - Surfing Dog (ESPN): https://wwNJSLS 
W.youtube.com/watch?v=907AZkWid-c ; 

• John Green Crash Course to Literature; "The Poetry of Sylvia Plath" 
https://wwNJSLS W.youtube.com/watch?v=iJn0ZPd6mYo;  

• Write a Strong Persoanl Narrative: ttps://wwNJSLS 
W.youtube.com/watch?v=tRC0HZyNCW4 

• Austin Kleon "Newspaper Blackout" poetry: https://wwNJSLS 
W.youtube.com/watch?v=bPAkoPsX0Ga 
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MODIFICATIONS 
 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 

 

 


