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I. Course Synopsis 
The new 9th grade Language and Composition course is intended to give students 
additional instruction in academic writing separate from their 9th grade literature course. 
Through close reading of nonfiction texts, students will build an understanding of the 
rhetorical triangle and rhetorical techniques that effective writers use to persuade their 
audiences. This type of close reading is an essential skill for academic success. 
 
As students become aware of writer’s craft, they will begin to incorporate new 
techniques in their own writing. They will be challenged to write clear, effective essays, 
and add their voices to academic discourse on a range of subjects. Our study of writing 
will be accomplished with practice, direct writing instruction, peer editing, vocabulary 
building and grammar exercises. 
 
II. Rationale 
With the advent of the internet, all of us have the ability to create content and share it 
with large audiences. Some of that content is worthwhile, but much of it is poorly written, 
false or misleading. Writing, reduced to brief posts or tweets, often lacks sophistication 
in its ideas and its style. Students need exposure to well-written, sustained arguments, 
and they need experience entering into conversation with the written and visual texts 
they are examining. Students also need media literacy skills to determine author’s bias 
and the reliability of information.       
This course will teach students how to evaluate and understand complex texts and 
articulate opinions about them in clear, coherent writing. They will develop skills that can 
be applied to many reading and writing situations in various disciplines. The themes we 
have chosen will help students enter into thoughtful dialogue with important issues of 
our day: the construction of “truth,” our responsibility in a diverse community and our 
obligation to live an examined life.  
 

A.  Reading Scaffolding 
Based on research on reading from the past forty years, the River Dell 
Regional Schools English Department supports the three reading principles 
reported by Richard Allington (2003). Specifically, 1) students read better, 
when they read more; 2) students learn from their reading when they have 
consistent opportunities to discuss and write about their reading; and 3) 
students need explicit instruction in reading comprehension strategies. 

 
 

B.  Writing Scaffolding 
Writing instruction in the River Dell Regional Schools English Department 
includes a balance of student journaling, open-ended responses, and formative 
writing assessments. Students will write on a variety of subjects, in a variety of 
genres, for a variety of readers. 
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Writing Resources: 
 

The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) web site (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/) 
provides explicit writing instruction to foster the writing process: prewriting, 
drafting, sharing, revising, editing, proofreading, and publishing. Some important 
teaching points that are detailed on the OWL web site include:  an introduction to 
prewriting, tips for writing a thesis statement, paragraphing in academic writing, 
and an updated MLA formatting 
and style guide. 
 
No Red Ink is another site with grammar exercises to supplement our lessons. The  
Sentence Composing series by Don Killgallon will be excerpted to supplement 
grammar and writing instruction. It has emulation activities to teach students how to 
add style to their sentences. The College Board’s Springboard program will also 
provide close reading activities and instruction on rhetorical analysis. Finally, 
vocabulary instruction will occur in context and in discrete lessons using the Sadlier 
Vocabulary Workshop Level D books. 

 
Each writing assignment is supported with a clear writing expectation as 
represented in the sample writing rubric: Carnegie Mellon Reflection Writing 
Rubric https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/assessment/examples/courselevel-
bycollege/cfa/tools/reflectionpaper-cfa.pdf and Turnitin Rubrics http://turnitin.com/  
 

 C. Learning Objectives: 
Teachers use The New Jersey Learning Standards (CCSS) to create 
specific, behavioral and measurable goals. Individual unit and/or lesson 
objectives will derive directly from the language of the grade-specific 
standards for Grades 9 and 10; teachers will look to the more general 
anchor standards for guidance. The comprehensive standards are available 
at http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/. The NJDOE model 
curriculum provides “ELL Scaffolded Student Learning Objectives” at 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLOverview.pdf 
 

D. MODIFICATIONS for IEP, 504, ELL, G&T, and At-Risk Students 

Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 
 
Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 
specific skill. 
 
Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 
OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, and Movie Maker. 

 
III. Scope & Sequence 
There are four units. Unit one incorporates many basic skills in reading and writing. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://turnitin.com/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.state.nj.us%2Feducation%2Fmodelcurriculum%2Fela%2FELLOverview.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CWilliam.Feldman%40riverdell.org%7C1943f3bc407a4d77b61c08d76d09903d%7Cae096beb53684ce9984628b0e1ecbcc4%7C0%7C0%7C637097760147730551&sdata=5Gmqdh5oM%2FBYX1pHG3mP1s957Z%2Fm0iugO9wSs8XADI0%3D&reserved=0
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They are the foundation for later success in the course. Teachers will spend the first 
marking period and half of the second marking period (approximately 15 weeks) 
working on these reading and writing foundational skills as we examine our first topic, 
Truth. The next unit is a Project-based Learning Unit that asks students to apply the 
skills and concepts they have learned in Unit 1. Unit 2 will be done during 8 weeks 
starting in the second half of marking period 2. Unit 3, Community, will be done mostly 
during marking period 3 and the early weeks of marking period 4 (approximately 10 
weeks total). Unit 4 will be done during the last 7 weeks of school.   
 
 

Unit 1: Truth (15 weeks): 
Anchor Texts: 
Primary sources and non-fiction 
 
Writing Focus:  
Rhetorical Analysis 
Definition essay – analyze and define “truth”  
 
Unit 2: Investigating the Truth (8 weeks): 
Anchor Texts: 
Primary sources and non-fiction 
 
Project-based learning unit. Students will select texts related to their personal 
investigations. 
 
Writing Focus:  
Researched Synthesis/Persuasive Essay. Investigate a “lie” that has caused 
harm. Report the “truth.” 
 
Unit 3: Community (10 weeks): 
Anchor Texts:  
Primary sources and non-fiction 
 
In addition to the texts listed, students will select texts related to their personal 
investigations of a community of interest. 
 
Writing Focus:  
Researched Synthesis/Persuasive Essay 

 
Unit 4: Self (7 weeks): 
Anchor Texts:  
Primary sources and non-fiction 

 
Writing Focus:  
Narrative Nonfiction Essay 
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LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE NINE LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 

UNIT ONE: TRUTH (15 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLS RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed 
and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or 
events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 
NJSLS RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and 
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section 
or chapter). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze 
how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.  
NJSLS RI.9-10. 8. Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and reasoning.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance, 
(e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four 
Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.), including how they 
relate in terms of themes and significant concepts.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at 
grade level text-complexity above with scaffolding as needed.  
NJSLS W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
NJSLS W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLS W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
NJSLS W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
NJSLS W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
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NJSLS W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLS SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
NJSLS SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
NJSLS SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
NJSLS L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
NJSLS SL2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLS SL3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  
NJSLS SL4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
NJSLS SL5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
NJSLS SL6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals 

with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of 

equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 

NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 

public opinion, and political decisions. 

NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 

art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 

culture. 

9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., 

NJSLSA.R6, 7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 

8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the 

effect of a technology on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share this 

information with the appropriate audience. 
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BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
Students live in a digital world where it is difficult to ascertain the veracity of information 
and the validity of sources. Media literacy is an essential skill for all students and 
citizens.    
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 
A reader needs a foundation in rhetorical techniques to understand that “truth” is 
shaped by language and a writer’s decisions. Writers deliberately use rhetorical 
techniques to persuade their audiences, and their techniques will change the tone, 
emphasis or meaning of the work. Language and vocabulary are essential to conveying 
complex ideas. Students must build their language and vocabulary to participate in 
academic discourse.  As students begin to understand the power of rhetorical 
techniques to convey ideas, they will integrate these techniques into their own writing.   
 

ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS 
• Structured open-ended responses in which students practice the essay form 

• Rhetorical Analysis Benchmark 

• Definition of “Truth” Benchmark Essay 

• Vocabulary Quizzes 

• Grammar Quizzes  

• Reading Comprehension Quizzes 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• Why is not knowing the “truth” dangerous? 

• What is nonfiction and what is “truth”? 

• Why do we believe “lies”? 

• How do we deconstruct rhetoric to reveal an author’s tone, emphasis or 
meaning? 

• How does precise language enhance a writer’s ability to convey ideas? 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to… 

• Understand why not knowing the “truth” is dangerous 

• Explain what nonfiction is and what “truth” is 

• Identify why we believe “lies” 

• Explain how to deconstruct rhetoric to reveal an author’s tone, emphasis or 
meaning 

• Explain how precise language enhances a writer’s ability to convey ideas 
 

Examples of Modified Learning Objectives Being Assessed 



 

10 
River Dell Regional School District 
Language Arts Grade Nine 
Language and Composition Curriculum 
Approved October 22, 2019 
 

• Students will learn to annotate challenging texts with sustained arguments. 

Students are given notes on how to annotate texts, examples of annotated texts, 

and multiple practices before they are asked to analyze their own for the 

benchmark. 

• Students will analyze rhetorical strategies and write a rhetorical analysis essay. 

Students will write a modified rhetorical analysis essay (structurally) with 

rhetorical strategies listed for the student to use as a guide, as well as organizers 

for their writing. 

• Students will identify the main idea of a nonfiction text as well as keywords 

associated with the main idea. Students will use a mnemonic (SOAPSTone) to 

understand and address the purpose of the piece. 

• Students will learn and practice the basic elements of the essay form (for 

example: claims, evidence, elaboration, transitions) by conducting rhetorical 

analysis. Students are given examples of proper essay form as well as 

organizers to separate each section of the response. 

 
SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
During this unit, students will read essays and excerpts from nonfiction books, as well 
as examine visual texts. They will learn to annotate and conduct close reading of text 
with particular attention to authors’ rhetorical devices. They will practice writing skills 
emphasized during mini-lessons and produce a final benchmark essay that seeks to 
define the abstract word “truth.” Their definition will need to incorporate how class 
readings, videos and other documents complicated their thinking.   

• Students will learn to annotate challenging texts with sustained arguments.  

• Students will analyze rhetorical strategies and write a rhetorical analysis essay. 

• Students will interact with and recognize different types of nonfiction texts.  

• Students will recognize and locate characteristics and features of different 
nonfiction texts (journal articles, news source, advertisement) 

• Students will identify the main idea of a nonfiction text as well as keywords 
associated with the main idea 

• Students will recognize and analyze basic nonfiction text structures 

• Students will experiment with search tools to conduct small, informal research 
sessions 

• Students will complete assignments to improve media literacy. 

• Students will learn and practice the basic elements of the essay form (for 
example: claims, evidence, elaboration, transitions) by trying to define the 
abstract word “truth.”  

• Students will study vocabulary through reading words in context and discrete 
vocabulary exercises 

• Students will study parts of speech and phrases and clauses 
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DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

• Instruction that addresses multiple sensory pathways/multiple intelligences- 

There was an audio file of the benchmark text for students to access. Guided 

writing activities, examples of finished products and in-class visuals of rhetorical 

appeals were provided. Students watched a video of one of the speeches as well 

as reading the speech, to provide for multi-sensory learning. 

• Use of graphic organizers- We use graphic organizers for all writing assignments 

in this unit. 

• Guided Notes- Students were given guided notes for the types rhetorical appeals 

and how rhetorical appeals are identified in text. 

• Mini-lessons in needed skills-  Students were provided mini-lessons in crafting 

their final written response, locating examples of rhetoric to analyze, and defining 

and identifying rhetorical appeals. 

 

 

RESOURCES 

ANCHOR TEXTS 
Internet Resources: 

• We can't walk away from this truth by Mitch Landrieu 

• The News Literacy Project - http://www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/checkology 

• (modules 1-3) 

• Try Library Book Burning: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoT13m8-Kxo 

• China’s Web Junkies: 
https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion/100000002657962/chinas-web-
junkies.html 

Advanced Language & Literature:  

• “Photo Manipulation” p. 518,  

• Robert Kolker “Cheating Upwards” p. 481 

• Kevin Sites “In the Hot Zone” p. 588 

• Jeffrey Kluger, “Ambition, Why Some People are Most Likely to Succeed” p. 324 

• Upfront magazine: 
o May 15, 2017 issue, Sugarcoating the Truth,  
o March 13, 2017 issue, The President vs. The Press.  
o New York Times Co. Vs. United States. Supreme Court Ruling on 

Freedom of the Press. (historical document) 

• Everything’s An Argument: 
o “Who’s a Looter? In Storm’s Aftermath, Pictures Kick Up a Kind of 

Tempest” p. 640 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Nonfiction for High School. Portsmouth, 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/05/we-cant-walk-away-from-this-truth/527721/
http://www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/checkology
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoT13m8-Kxo
https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion/100000002657962/chinas-web-junkies.html
https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion/100000002657962/chinas-web-junkies.html
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NH: Heinemann, 2015. 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Paragraphs for High School. Portsmouth, 
NH: Heinemann, 2012. 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Sentence Composing for High School. 
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 199NJSLS 8. 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Grammar for High School. Portsmouth, NH: 
Heinemann, 2007. 

• McWhorter, Kathleen T. Seeing the Pattern: Readings for Successful Writing. 
Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006.   

• College Board. SpringBoard Grade NJSLS 9. 2014 

• Dean, Nancy. Discovering Voice: Voice Lessons for Middle and High School. 
North Mankato, MN: Maupin House, 2006. 

• Shostak, Jerome. Vocabulary Workshop. New York: Sadlier, 2012. 

• Upfront Magazine 
 

DIFFERENTIATION 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 
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LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE NINE LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 

UNIT TWO: INVESTIGATING THE TRUTH (8 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLS RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed 
and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or 
events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 
NJSLS RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and 
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section 
or chapter). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze 
how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.7. Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums 
(e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are 
emphasized in each account.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at 
grade level text-complexity above with scaffolding as needed.  
NJSLS W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 
NJSLS W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLS W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
NJSLS W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
NJSLS W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  
NJSLS W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism. 
NJSLS W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
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NJSLS W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLS SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
NJSLS SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
NJSLS SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
NJSLS SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners 
can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLS SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations. 
NJSLS SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLS L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
NJSLS L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLS L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  
NJSLS L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
NJSLS L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
NJSLS L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals 
with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of 
equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 
public opinion, and political decisions. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
culture. 
9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., 
NJSLSA.R6, 7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 
8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the 
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effect of a technology on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share this 
information with the appropriate audience. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
Throughout their education and lives, students need to be able to verify sources, ask 
good research questions, manage time, persevere and create original products.  
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 
Students need opportunities to apply their learning to real world situations and pursue 
personal interests. They learn best by following their own research interests and asking 
their own questions. Students will be more engaged with their learning and writing if 
they are directing the inquiry, selecting their own sources, and asking their own 
authentic questions.  
 

ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS 
• Researched Synthesis Benchmark Essay 

• Project of the student’s choosing 

• Research Skills 

• Presentation 

• Vocabulary Quizzes 

• Grammar Quizzes  

• Reading Comprehension Quizzes 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• How do we ask good research questions? 

• How do we determine the validity of sources? 

• How should we manage time? 

• How do we persist in our inquiry when answers are not easy to find? 

• What are the components of an effective presentation? 

• What are essential public speaking skills? 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to… 

• Ask good research questions 

• Determine the validity of sources 

• Effectively we manage time 

• Persist in their inquiry when answers are not easy to find 

• Identify the components of an effective presentation 

• Demonstrate essential public speaking skills 
 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
During this unit, students will apply the reading and writing skills they learned during unit 1. 
They will conduct an investigation into the truth or lies related to an area of personal 
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interest. They will read and annotate texts, make notes, learn to ask questions, and 
integrate research findings into an essay and a project of their own choosing. 

• Students will annotate challenging texts with sustained arguments.  

• Students will investigate an area of interest and produce a researched essay. 

• Students will create a project of their own choosing to respond to the truth or lies 
they have discovered in their investigation.   

• Students will recognize and locate characteristics and features of different 
nonfiction texts (journal articles, news source, advertisement) 

• Students will identify the main idea of a nonfiction text as well as keywords 
associated with the main idea 

• Students will experiment with search tools to conduct research  

• Students will complete assignments to improve media literacy. 

• Students will learn and practice the basic elements of the essay form (for 
example: claims, evidence, elaboration, transitions). 

• Students will practice speaking and presentation skills 

• Students will study vocabulary through reading words in context and discrete 
vocabulary exercises 

• Students will study active/passive voice, run-ons and fragments 
 

RESOURCES 
ANCHOR TEXTS 
Students will be directing their own research inquiry, but will be required to consult at 
least 5 sources. 

• The News Literacy Project - http://www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/checkology 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Nonfiction for High School. Portsmouth, 
NH: Heinemann, 2015. 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Paragraphs for High School. Portsmouth, 
NH: Heinemann, 2012. 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Sentence Composing for High School. 
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 199NJSLS 8. 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Grammar for High School. Portsmouth, NH: 
Heinemann, 2007. 

• Shostak, Jerome. Vocabulary Workshop. New York: Sadlier, 2012. 

• Upfront Magazine 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/checkology
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DIFFERENTIATION 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 
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LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE NINE LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 

UNIT THREE: COMMUNITY (10 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLS RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed 
and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or 
events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 
NJSLS RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and 
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section 
or chapter). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze 
how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.7. Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums 
(e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are 
emphasized in each account.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.8. Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and reasoning.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural 
context, and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance, 
(e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four 
Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.), including how they 
relate in terms of themes and significant concepts.  
NJSLS W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
NJSLS W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 
NJSLS W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLS W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
NJSLS W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
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to interact and collaborate with others. 
NJSLS W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  
NJSLS W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism. 
NJSLS W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
NJSLS W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLS SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
NJSLS SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
NJSLS SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
NJSLS L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
NJSLS L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLS L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  
NJSLS L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
NJSLS L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
NJSLS L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals 
with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of 
equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 
public opinion, and political decisions. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
culture. 
9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., 
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NJSLSA.R6, 7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 
8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the 
effect of a technology on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share this 
information with the appropriate audience. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
In a technology driven society, the first step to understanding multiple perspectives is for 
readers and writers to recognize that issues are complex and multidimensional, with 
varied and multiple sources of information.   
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 
While at this very moment, most of us have access to the diverse opinions of the entire 
world, technology has the tendency to be an echo chamber that necessitates a filtering 
process that will allow us to be more effective democratic citizens by integrating and 
exploring diverse opinions.  
 

ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS 
• Structured open-ended responses in which students practice the essay form 

• Synthesis/Research Benchmark – Students will select a community of interest to 
research (They will gain exposure to the broad range of communities they might 
explore through our readings). Students will answer one of the “Essential 
Questions” above with respect to their chosen community.  

• Research and Process of doing research 

• Vocabulary Quizzes 

• Grammar Quizzes 

• Reading Comprehension Quizzes  

• Students will write a research paper  

• Students complete open-ended responses - a self-assessment about how their 

research skills will change as a result of this unit. 

• Students are scored according to the attached checklist.  
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Name: ______________________________   __________/100 

 

 

Synthesis Persuasive Benchmark Checklist 

Introduction: _______/20 

______ Captures the reader’s attention with a relevant hook  

______ Provides necessary background/context for the topics discussed in the paper- 5 Ws  

______ By the end of the introduction, presents a clear, relevant & discernable thesis  

Body Paragraphs: ______/45 

______ Raises awareness about the topic  

______ Uses relevant details/quotes/specifics from three outside sources to support all ideas  

______ Fully develops ideas- elaborates on evidence and connects back to central point(s)  

______ Smoothly integrates quotes using signal phrases into the text 

______ Information flows logically/Uses transitions to build ideas  

______ Attempts to use persuasive/rhetorical strategies 

Conclusion: _______/15 

______ Reiterates (w/out directly restating) the importance of thesis. Presents no new 

information  

______ Connects conclusion back to introduction and presents either a solution to the 

problem, or a call to action to raise awareness about the reader’s behaviors towards the topic  

Mechanics: ______/20 

______ Varies sentence and diction  

______ Uses correct spelling and grammar  



 

22 
River Dell Regional School District 
Language Arts Grade Nine 
Language and Composition Curriculum 
Approved October 22, 2019 
 

______ Has clarity of expression/no awkward wording or incomplete thoughts  

______ Uses proper MLA style for papers, citations and work cited page  

**Anything that constitutes plagiarism (no citations, no work cited, copying of any 
work without attributing the source, etc.) will result in an automatic zero on this 
paper.** 
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Stasis Activity 

 

The stages are: 

1. Existence: Does a problem exist? 

2. Definition: How do we characterize the problem? 

3. Cause: What caused the problem? 

4. Value: Is it good or bad? Moral/immoral? Effective/ineffective? 

5. Action: What should we do about the problem? 

6. Jurisdiction: Who should decide what we do about the problem? 

  
The stases are hierarchical. That is, we cannot address Definition unless 
we’ve established a problem exists, and similarly we cannot address 
Action unless we have resolved all four stases above it. The exception is 
the last stasis, Jurisdiction, which can go anywhere. Often, we might find 
the issue is who defines a problem, as we will see below. The others, 
though, need to be resolved before we can move on. If a writer enters in 
one of the later stases, it is because there is already agreement on the 
earlier stases. Many beginning arguers want to jump right to Value or 
Action without looking at the other issues that might be involved in the 
debate. Many might also have a broad conception of a topic. Others might 
see the debate strictly in pro/con terms. However, the stases show us 
how to narrow our focus, what other issues might be contentious in a 
debate, where the real contention lies in a debate, and that there are often 
more than just two sides to a debate. They can be a guide to start finding 
research on a topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

Stasis Model: 
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Sample Exercise: 

Stasis Sample A: Sample B: Sample C: 

Existence: 
Does a problem 
exist? 
  
  

Are U.S. 
children 
obese? 

Is BMI used 
to 
determine 
obesity? 

Are advertisers 
of junk food 
targeting 
children? 

Definition: 
How do we 
characterize the 
problem? 
  
  

What counts as 
"obese" versus 
"pudgy," 
"overweight," 
or "baby fat"? 
Is Body Mass 
Index (BMI) an 
important 
indicator? 

What is the 
BMI? 

What is "junk 
food"? 

Cause: 
What caused the 
problem? 
  
  
  

Why are U.S. 
children 
obese? Is it 
video games? 
Fast food? 
Neglectful 
parents? 
Vending 
machines in 
schools? The 
cookie 
monster? 
Advertising 

Why is the 
BMI used? 

Why are they 
targeting 
children? Are 
they causing 
obesity? 
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aimed at 
children? 

Value: 
Is it good or bad?  
Moral/immoral? 
Effective/Ineffective? 
  

Are methods to 
combat obesity 
effective, such 
as more 
exercise? Or is 
the real 
problem "fat 
shaming"? 

Does the 
BMI 
accurately 
measure 
obesity? 
Does it 
accurately 
measure 
health and 
risk factors? 

Is it moral for 
them to target 
children with 
these ads? Are 
these ads 
effective in 
making children 
want junk food? 

Action: 
What should we do 
about the problem? 
  
  
  

How should we 
solve 
childhood 
obesity? Ban 
vending 
machines in 
schools? Limit 
television? Ban 
sugary snacks 
in school? Tax 
soda and 
cookies? Sue 
fast food 
companies? 

Should we 
use BMI as 
an indicator 
of 
unhealthy 
risky 
factors? 

Should the 
government ban 
advertising of 
junk food 
towards children 
or make them 
take the toys out 
of Happy Meals? 

Jurisdiction: 
Who should decide 
what we do about 
the problem? 

Should the 
government be 
mandating, 
should the 

Should 
doctors use 
the BMI to 
counsel 

Is the 
government's 
responsibility to 
mandate 
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schools be 
making rules, 
or should 
parents be 
responsible for 
helping 
children avoid 
obesity? 

patients on 
weight loss? 
Should 
health 
insurers use 
the BMI? 
Should I use 
the BMI to 
determine 
my target 
weight? 

companies to 
stop advertising 
towards 
children, the 
company's 
responsibility to 
make a moral 
choice, or 
parents' 
responsibility to 
say "no" and 
stop buying junk 
food? 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

• How do we deal with differences of belief? 

• What is the connection between individual and community morality? 

• How do we reconcile the needs of many with individual needs? 

• What happens to community when diverse and conflicting interests compete? 

• How can people mobilize to act for the good of the community? 

• What role should social justice play in shaping communities? 

• How does the internet play a role in broadening or narrowing our perspectives? 
  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to… 

• Explain how we deal with differences of belief 

• Identify the connection between individual and community morality 

• Reconcile the needs of many with individual needs 

• Understand what happens to community when diverse and conflicting interests 
compete 

• Explain how people can mobilize to act for the good of the community 

• Identify the role social justice should play in shaping communities 

• Understand how the internet plays a role in broadening or narrowing our 
perspectives 

 

Examples of Modified Learning Objectives Being Assessed 
Students select books appropriate for their skills and reading levels. 

Students select books that reflect their personal interests. 

 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
Within this unit, students will read essays and excerpts from nonfiction books to explore 
how individual identity intersects with community. Students will engage with the ideas of 
various authors and examine the difficulty of integrating diverse views into one 
community. Students will learn to examine ideas through the lens of others. The unit 
culminates in a benchmark essay which seeks to answer one of the essential questions 
by closely examining the voices and struggles of members of one community. In 
addition to this essay:  

• Students will continue to work on many of the skills in unit 1. 

• Students will learn to synthesize sources to support a claim. 

• Students will learn to create and integrate data to support arguments (i.e. graphs, 
interviews, surveys, infographics)   

• Students will create notes from research and create notecards 

• Students will learn MLA citation and plagiarism 

• Students will understand how to integrate quotes while preserving their personal 
voice in a researched essay. 
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• Students will learn punctuation rules, Subject-Verb agreement, Pronoun-
Antecedent agreement 
 
 

DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

• Students are guided through the entire process: selecting appropriate books, 

asking good questions, narrowing down topics, asking good research questions, 

identifying good sources, taking notes, organizing notes into an outline, drafting, 

editing and final writing. This happens with one-on-one conferences throughout 

each stage to address each student’s unique issues. 

• The “Organizing” stage of instruction is accomplished with a kinesthetic learning 

activity. Students print out their notecards and organize them in piles on their 

desks. They then move them into an order that flows and write their outline 

based on the piles. This is important since not all students do well with the 

abstract task of writing an outline.  

• Students use graphic organizers to plan their final essay 

• Students receive numerous handouts and models to guide them as they write 

each part of their essays. 

• The teacher gives mini-lessons on skills such a writing an effective introduction 

or writing a good transition. Each necessary skill is modeled. 

• The paper is entirely written about student generated questions. We use “Stasis” 

to teach them how to ask good questions and narrow down their topics. A Stasis 

explanation sheet and Model Stasis Sheet follows below. 

• Student proposed interest-based essay 

 

RESOURCES 
ANCHOR TEXT 

• Springboard. Speech by President Obama, “Remarks by the President in a 
National Address to Schoolchildren.” P. 67. 

• Rodriguez, Richard. Hunger of Memory. “Los Pobres.”  

• Excerpt from Ronson, Jon. So You’ve Been Publicly Shamed.  

• Excerpt from Nam, Vickie  Yell-Oh Girls.  

• Excerpt from Bayoumi, Moustafa.  How Does It Feel to Be a Problem. Chapter on 
Yasmin. 

Film: 

• Oscar Short – Enemies Within 
Movie:  

• Hidden Figures  
Advanced Language and Literature: 

• “The Geeks Shall Inherit the Earth”- Alexandra Robbins p. 176 

• “An Ideal for Which I Am Prepared to Die”- Nelson Mandela p. 364 

• “Speech to the United Nations Youth Assembly”- Malala Yousafzai p. 378 
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SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 
Teachers may choose additional articles as time and class interest allows. Other 
resources are in the shared OneNote course notebook. 

• Upfront Magazine 
• Step by step instructions – models, handouts, teacher conferences 

• Digital tools – noodletools, OneNote (for annotation of sources), Microsoft Word---------- 

Inhumanity/Amistad/Holocaust-Civil Rights/LGBT Education 
Students read Mitch Landrieu’s speech about the removal of Confederate Soldiers. The 

speech can be accessed here: https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/05/we-

cant-walk-away-from-this-truth/527721/ Students write a rhetorical analysis after 

carefully reading this speech. 

This speech reminds students of the brutality of slavery and the civil rights struggles that 

have been and still are being fought. 

We use Upfront Magazine in this course for reading comprehension and vocabulary 

exercises, for writing prompts, and for model essays. The topics in this current events 

magazine ALWAYS focus on inhumanity and historically marginalized groups. I cannot 

say what next year’s magazine will cover, but this year’s magazines covered:  

• Women’s Rights - the ERA, Brett Kavanaugh hearing, women’s rights in Saudi 

Arabia, overlooked women in history 

• Poverty and struggles in other countries – Puerto Rico, Venezuela, South Africa 

• Race - Slavery – the story of Cudjo Lewis; Civil rights - Barbara Johns’ fight for 

desegregated schools; and the history of Blackface 

• Genocide in Myanmar 

• Social Media and Hate Groups 

• The Plight of Immigrants at the Southern Border 

• Native American Rights 

• The Matthew Shepard story (LGBTQ rights) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/05/we-cant-walk-away-from-this-truth/527721/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/05/we-cant-walk-away-from-this-truth/527721/
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DIFFERENTIATION 

  
 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 
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LANGUAGE ARTS GRADE NINE LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 

UNIT FOUR: SELF-AWARENESS (7 WEEKS) 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLS RI.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via 
discussion, written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed 
and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
NJSLS RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or 
events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 
NJSLS RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and 
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section 
or chapter). 
NJSLS RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze 
how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.  
NJSLS W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLS W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLS W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
NJSLS W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
NJSLS W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  
NJSLS W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism. 
NJSLS W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
NJSLS W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
NJSLS SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
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NJSLS SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners 
can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
NJSLS SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations. 
NJSLS SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLS L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
NJSLS L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLS L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  
NJSLS L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
NJSLS L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
NJSLS L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals 
with gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of 
equality in the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.e Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social mores, 
public opinion, and political decisions. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., 
art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
culture. 
9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., 
NJSLSA.R6, 7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 
8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the 
effect of a technology on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share this 
information with the appropriate audience. 

 
BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
Just as beauty is in the eye of the beholder, truth can depend on the perspective of the 
individual.  Personal experiences, family dynamics, societal expectations and 
relationships play a role in shaping individual identity, values and beliefs. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 
Students hold many “truths” that they may need to examine. They are members of 
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communities, and may have been sent messages about their accepted role or place in 
that community, messages that need to be challenged.   
 

 
ANCHOR ASSESSMENTS 

• Reflective narrative nonfiction essay.  

• Project of the students’ choosing to be presented to an audience of peers. 

• Vocabulary Quizzes 

• Grammar Quizzes 

• Reading Comprehension Quizzes 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• What personal attitudes and beliefs shape our habits and actions? 

• How can we implement positive changes in our lives? 

• Why should we share our experiences with others? How can we influence others 
to make positive changes? 

• What are the components of narrative nonfiction? 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to… 

• Identify the personal attitudes and beliefs shape our habits and actions 

• Explain how can we implement positive changes in our lives 

• Understand why we should share our experiences with others and how can we 
influence others to make positive changes 

• Identify the components of narrative nonfiction 
 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
Within this unit, students will read essays and excerpts from nonfiction books to explore 
how individuals examine their lives and make personal choices to change and improve. 
Students will then select an area for personal growth or discovery. They will produce a 
piece of narrative nonfiction and create a presentation to share. In addition to the 
benchmark essay, students will also:  

• Students will continue to work on many of the skills in unit 1. 

• Students will continue to develop reading and writing skills from earlier units. 

• Students will learn to ask and answer their own questions. 

• Students will develop speaking and presentation skills. 

• Students will learn to be an audience and provide constructive feedback. 

• Students will study Parallel Structure, Modifiers  
 

RESOURCES 
ANCHOR TEXT 
Ted Talk Resources: 

• Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: The danger of a single story 

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story/transcript?language=en
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• Carol Dweck: The power of believing that you can improve 

• Angela Lee Duckworth: Grit: The power of passion and perseverance 
This I Believe essays: 

• Be Cool to the Pizza Dude 

• Finding the Flexibility to Survive 

• Finding a Good Frog 

• The Triumph of Kindness 

• Accomplishing Big Things in Small Pieces 

• The Beatles Live On 

• Inner Strength from Desperate Times 

• Do What You Love 

• A Duty to Family, Heritage and Country 

• The Real Me 

• A Shared Moment of Trust 

• Good Can Be as Communicable As Evil 

• A Goal of Service to Humankind 

• The Connection Between Strangers 

• Disrupting My Comfort Zone 

• Being Content with Myself 

• America’s Beauty is in Its diversity 

• We are All Different in Our Own Ways 

• My Opinion Matters 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 

• The Art of Choosing. Chapter 1 “The Call of the Wild.” 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Nonfiction for High School. Portsmouth, 
NH: Heinemann, 2015. 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Paragraphs for High School. Portsmouth, 
NH: Heinemann, 2012. 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Sentence Composing for High School. 
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 199NJSLS 8. 

• Killgallon, Don and Jennny Killgallon. Grammar for High School. Portsmouth, NH: 
Heinemann, 2007. 

• Shostak, Jerome. Vocabulary Workshop. New York: Sadlier, 2012. 

• Upfront Magazine 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/carol_dweck_the_power_of_believing_that_you_can_improve#t-603738
https://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_grit_the_power_of_passion_and_perseverance
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DIFFERENTIATION 

 

 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 

 

 


