
 
 

 

River Dell Regional School District 
 

Public Speaking 
Curriculum 

 
2019 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Ms. Lorraine Brooks 
Principal  

River Dell High School  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mr. Patrick Fletcher 
Superintendent 

River Dell Regional Schools 
 

    
  

 
 
 

Mr. William Feldman 
Assistant Superintendent of  
  Curriculum and Instruction 

 

 
 

Curriculum Committee 
Ms. Desiree Ferrandi 

Ms. Sharon Milch 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Richard Freedman 
Principal 

River Dell Middle School 
 
 

 



River Dell Regional School District  2 
Public Speaking Curriculum  
Approved October 22, 2019   

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 

 

 

 Rationale        Page 3 

 

 Unit One:  Intro to Public Speaking   Page 4 

 

 Unit Two:  Speech Writing and Performing  Page 8 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



River Dell Regional School District  3 
Public Speaking Curriculum  
Approved October 22, 2019   

 

 

Rationale 

 

Public speaking is perhaps the most difficult thing to do in our professional lives.  It is 

the number one fear of more than 50% of the population.  This course seeks to help 

students understand the importance of effective public speaking and provides them with 

the tools to overcome their fears and reservations.  Students read and deliver well 

known and historical speeches of a variety of lengths.  They also create and perform 

their own writings.  Students learn the basics of oral communications from vocal tone to 

body language and gesturing.  A variety of speech formats are introduced and 

practiced. 

 

The course is one semester and broken into two units of study: Intro to Public Speaking 

and Speech Writing and Performing.  During the first unit students will learn how to 

channel their nervous energy into their speeches and how to overcome a variety of 

hindrances they may have.  In the second unit students will learn the structures of 

specific kinds of speeches including: demonstration, informative, persuasive, and 

commemorative.  Peer critiques are used to help foster a supportive and team 

environment.  Students will work both individually and in groups participating in activities 

that support ELA and NJSLS standards.   

 

In our technological age where image and video dominate, being a poised, effective 

speaker is more important than ever.  Gone are the days of hiding behind a computer 

screen – live video feeds, teleconferencing, and webinars mean our speaking and 

communication skills will drive our success.  Public speaking is a job skill in demand in 

our global technological world.  
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PUBLIC SPEAKING CURRICULUM 
UNIT ONE: INTRO TO PUBLIC SPEAKING 

 

 
STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLSA.R1.  Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make 
logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence. 

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed.  

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 



River Dell Regional School District  5 
Public Speaking Curriculum  
Approved October 22, 2019   

NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 

NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  

NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 

9.4.12.TL.4: collaborate in online learning communities or social networks or virtual 
worlds to Analyze and propose a resolution to a real-world problem (e.g., 7.1.al.ipers.6). 
8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the 
effect of a technology on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share this 
information with the appropriate audience 

 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 

What many Americans fear more than anything else is speaking in public.  Learning to 
control and use the energy of that fear is essential when speaking in front of an 
audience.  Vocal clarity, poise, and fluency all contribute to a successful presentation. 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Public speaking takes practice and perseverance.  In order to make the audience feel 
that the speaker’s performance is effortless, the speaker must prepare. 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
• Impromptu mini speeches 

• Speech Critiques 

• Poetry Recitation 

• Debate Critiques 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• What is stage-fright? 

• How can we control our anxiety? 



River Dell Regional School District  6 
Public Speaking Curriculum  
Approved October 22, 2019   

• What are the attributes of a good speaker? 

• What are the elements of verbal, visual, and vocal delivery? 

• How are these elements applied to an oral reading or debate? 
 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to…. 

• recognize the body’s response to fear and anxiety, including sweaty palms, 
queasy stomach, and perspiration. 

• utilize meditative and visualization techniques to help to control their stage-fright. 

• describe the qualities of a good speaker including poise, clarity, diction, volume, 
eye contact, pacing, etc. 

• recognize and categorize elements of public speaking into verbal, vocal, and 
visual categories. 

• apply their understanding of verbal and visual elements to an oral reading or 
debate. 

• develop expertise through research about a problem and make a claim to 
support a solution 

• work as a contributing member of a team to achieve specific outcomes 

• show respect for divergent points of view by acknowledging them 

• recognize how digital media impacts a person’s perspective 

• show the self-discipline to do your best, reach a goal or perform an assigned task 
with good work quality 

• apply technology to enhance meaning, communication and productivity  
 

 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Ice-breakers 

• Vocal warm ups 

• Poetry recitations 

• Debate on controversial issues 
 

RESOURCES 
• Teacher generated material 

• Poems 
  

MODIFICATIONS   
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Resources/
Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

Resources/
Materials 

  

• Provide translated 
notes and key 
vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of 
key vocabulary terms 
and concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word 
problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences 
or procedures with 
pictures 

• Alternative 
presentation options 

• 1-2 sentence short 
responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when 
student request 

• Reduce project 
workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials 
and tasks (printed 
out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and 
Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assess
ments/short-term 
goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive 
reader, etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters 
and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor 
task and duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for 
alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked 
to come for extra 
help to 
review/retake 
assessment and 
homework 
assignments 

• Students are allowed 
time and a half on 
assessments 

• Provide the student 
with frequent check-
ins during class-time 
work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of 
questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group 
work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by 
instructional videos 
or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked 
to come for extra 
help to 
review/retake 
assessment and 
homework 
assignments 

• Students are allowed 
time and a half on 
assessments 

• Provide the student 
with frequent check-
ins during class-time 
work 

• Scaffolding 
assignments  

• Chunking of 
materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of 
questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group 
assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group 
work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by 
instructional videos 
or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options 
for student goal 
setting  

• Use of timer or a 
clock to monitor 
time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students 
with extra problem 
sets that challenge 
and involve higher 
level thinking 

• Inquiry lead 
discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks 
and projects 

• Higher level 
questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing 
and explanation  

• Provide 
opportunities for 
students to set 
personal goals, keep 
records and monitor 
their own learning 
progress 

• Multiple 
assessments given in 
different domains, 
that showcase 
student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple 
approaches to 
accelerate learning 
within and outside of 
the school setting  

• Use enrichment 
options to extend 
and deepen learning 
opportunities within 
and outside of the 
school setting 

• Use individualized 
learning options such 
as mentorships, 
internships, online 
courses, and 
independent study 
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PUBLIC SPEAKING CURRICULUM 
UNIT TWO: SPEECH WRITING AND PERFORMING 

 

 
STATE STANDARDS 
NJSLSA.R1.  Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make 
logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence. 

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed.  

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
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NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 

NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
9.4.12.TL.4: collaborate in online learning communities or social networks or virtual 
worlds to Analyze and propose a resolution to a real-world problem (e.g., 7.1.al.ipers.6). 
8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the 
effect of a technology on the individual, culture, society, and environment and share this 
information with the appropriate audience 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 

How do we know that what we said was what was heard?  Public speakers must know 
their audience, writing speeches with their audience and situation in mind.  Clarity of 
expression, both verbally and vocally, helps the audience maintain attention and creates 
understanding for them.   A well-constructed speech combined with effective delivery 
ensures a memorable presentation. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
As with most things, preparation is the key to success in public speaking.  Write, re-
write, and practice are the steps required to give a good speech. 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
• How-to Demonstration & speech 

• Informative speech 

• Persuasive speech 

• Commemorative speech 

• Reflections on each speech 

• Peer critiques 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
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• What makes a how-to demonstration? 

• How do you prepare for a how-to demonstration? 

• What are the elements of an informative speech? 

• How can visual aids enhance your presentation? 

• What are the elements of a persuasive speech? 

• Who are stakeholders? 

• What is Kairos? 

• What is a rhetorical device? 

• What are commemorative speeches? 

 
LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to… 

• write a script for a how-to demonstration utilizing a step-by-step process. 

• prepare and plan a physical demonstration focusing on the details of their 
‘lesson.’ 

• research a topic and write a speech to share with the class.   

• effectively organize and structure their information speech. 

• utilize a visual aid to strengthen, clarify, and exemplify their information. 

• critique themselves and their peers for aspects of visual, vocal, and verbal 
delivery. 

• write an honest and thoughtful reflection of their progress as writer and speaker. 

• plan, outline, write, and perform a persuasive speech. 

• research a relevant and interesting topic with multiple stakeholders. 

• use their research in the planning and execution of their persuasive speech. 

• take advantage of Kairos – timeliness – of their topic.  students will choose topics 
that are currently at issue and could only be at issue at this time. 

• integrate a variety of rhetorical devices into their speeches including: anecdote, 
apostrophe, perspective, repetition, culmination, judgment, and send-off.  

• write a commemorative speech such as an award acceptance, a toast, or a 
eulogy. 

• develop expertise through research about a problem and make a claim to 
support a solution 

• work as a contributing member of a team to achieve specific outcomes 

• show respect for divergent points of view by acknowledging them 

• recognize how digital media impacts a person’s perspective 

• show the self-discipline to do your best, reach a goal or perform an assigned task 
with good work quality 

• apply technology to enhance meaning, communication and productivity  
 

MODIFIED LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to: 

• compose a clear thesis 

• Arrange points in the presentation logically 

• have a clear conclusion 

• vary the rate of emphasis 

• use appropriate language 
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• maintain eye contact 

• show preparedness and effort 
 

 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
• Group work 

• Research 

• Mini-lessons 

• Critiques 

• Speeches 

• Speech writing 

• Outlining 

• Written Personal Reflections 
  

RESOURCES 
• Contemporary speeches including commencement keynote addresses, political 

speeches, state of the union, and infomercial product instructions. 

• Teacher generated handouts 

• Research databases 

• Multimedia platforms (Prezi) 
 

MODIFICATIONS   

 
 

  
Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 
(English Language 

Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes and 
key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sho
rt-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time and 
a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions  

• Visual cues or signs  

• Small group assistance or 
collaboration  

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online  

• Guide with options for 
student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 
monitor time of student 
activity 

 

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 
projects 

• Higher level questioning and 
techniques  

• Student demoing and 
explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 
students to set personal goals, 
keep records and monitor 
their own learning progress 

• Multiple assessments given in 
different domains, that 
showcase student interests, 
strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within and 
outside of the school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as mentorships, 
internships, online courses, 
and independent study 

 

 


